
Transposable elements are mobile genetic elements that have the ability to multiply within the genome of their host. Like viruses,
transposable elements h�ack cellular machinery for their own replication. The coding regions of genomes constitute a no-man's
land for intragenomic parasites, as any insertion into these regions is generally counter-selected. A recent study, lead jointly by
researchers at the LBBE and the #M, shows that a particular class of transposable element has succeeded in bypassing this
constraint to invade the coding regions of the paramecium genome.
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Burst of sel�sh genetic elements in paramecium
A recent paper involving the LBBE demonstrates massive colonization of protein-coding exons by sel�sh
genetic elements in Paramecium genomes
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